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Provost Akridge: [reading a prepared statement] ….This requirement would be effective Fall 2021 for all 
incoming undergraduate students on the PWL campus. Recognizing that faculty and staff and students at PFW, 
PNW, Purdue colleges IUPUI have not benefitted from the full discussions held on the WL campus, the 
requirement will be effective Fall 2022 for all incoming students on these campuses. Civics literacy proficiency 
transcipted will also be available on a voluntary basis for all current undergraduates students at WL. It only 
applies to our new students in terms of being a graduation requirement. Focusing first on PU WL, as described in 
the media release on 4/18, students can satisfy the two parts of the requirement anytime between freshman year 
and graduation. The two parts are [first] achievement of one of the following three options: [A] completing three 
hours of course work from an approved list of civics literacy proficiency courses; B, completing 12 podcast 
learning modules created by the center for C-Span scholarship and engagement; or C, attending six civics related 
Purdue hosted and sponsored events. The second part is successful completion of a civics knowledge test. PFW, 
PNW, and Purdue colleges at IUPUI can develop a set of selectives that fit their respective campuses and are not 
limited to those described at the WL campus. The selectives for each campus would need to be approved by the 
Board in the 2021-22 academic year. All students across the system must pass a citizenship level test to complete 
the requirement. I believe the faculty involved in crafting the selectives for WL have developed a creative and 
flexible set of requirements which will promote engagement in civics educational activities and ultimately 
demonstrate that Purdue graduates have attained a foundational level of civics understanding. I’m confident our 
colleagues at other campuses can do likewise. Madame Chair I respectfully present the requirement as outlined in 
the proposal. 

Trustee Brouillette: Thank you, Mr. Provost. Do we have a motion to approve the proposal? [Yes and seconded]. 
Let’s open up for discussion. If I may say, thank you Jay. I think the proposal speaks very extensively for the need 
that has been identified not only by this Board. It’s been talked about nationwide, etc., the need for that 
foundational basics of how a democracy works and civics knowledge. The extensive process you talked about in 
the proposal and the plan that has been developed. Really grateful for all the work the past two chairs of the 
University Senate have been involved in and have helped move this forward. The faculty working force, pardon 
me, working group that has put this plan together has spent hours and hours, days upon days to develop what I 
think is a very, very positive program. We have benefited from 2.5 years of discussion and it’s important to note 
that this won’t be enforced until the graduating class of 2025, ok, and it was important for and I think I can speak 
for others that this is an important issue that needed to continue to be moved forward. Anyone else who would like 
to share thoughts? 

Trustee DeKryger: As part of the committee, we had an opportunity to view the C-Span podcasts. While I liked 
history when I was in high school, it was fascinating to me to listen to these podcasts. We broke it up and we each 
had three and I blew through it all. It was that good. And it compels me to want to encourage college students to 
have that experience. I just think you are a better person when you get done with something like that. 

Trustee Brouillette: Any other comments from the committee? 
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[Off camera]: Did you want to make a comment on the regionals? 

Trustee Brouillette: Oh, I’m sorry, yes. It was pointed out, but that is exactly right, the regionals will be given 
until fall of 2022 to implement the program and to have a chance to really take some time to shape what works 
best for their campuses. That has been acknowledged, thank you. 

University Senate Chair, Professor Beaudoin: Speaking as chair of the University Senate, I certainly 
appreciated the way faculty have been involved in developing this almost continuously from the beginning. I’m 
very pleased the regionals will have the opportunity to help shape it as it comes together for their campuses. I 
certainly expect they will be very enthusiastic to do that. The senate will be very enthusiastic to help with the 
implementation on the West Lafayette campus if there is any opportunity for us to do that. 

Trustee Brouillette: Any other comments? All in favor? [Yeas] Opposed? Motion carries. 


