
 
 
  

June 11, 2021 

 

Via email (toolej@pfw.edu) 

James Toole, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Political Science 

Presiding Officer, Purdue Fort Wayne Faculty Senate 

 Re: Civic Literacy at Purdue Fort Wayne 

Dear Professor Toole:  

Thank you for your letter to Provost Akridge. We appreciate that you see the substantive value of 

civic literacy for our students. The Board of Trustees feels strongly about this issue, and that is 

why it has taken action on this matter after two and a half years of discussion, consultation and 

planning on the West Lafayette campus. 

 

While Purdue Fort Wayne (“PFW”) has a representative on the Purdue University Senate, and we 

had envisioned some degree of inter-campus discussion via the Intercampus Faculty Council on 

the topic, you have clearly expressed your concern about the lack of PFW faculty involvement on 

this proposal. We very much understand your concern.   

Today, the Board has given PFW an additional year to fully consider and discuss the requirement, 

which will take effect on the West Lafayette campus for the fall 2021 incoming class. We hope 

this will afford time for the PFW faculty and administration to discuss and shape PFW’s approach 

to meeting the requirement, including by determining whether to fully adopt or adapt the selectives 

West Lafayette will implement for the requirement, or by developing alternative selectives that 

make the most sense for your campus. The Board has asked that PFW bring forward any adapted 

or alternative proposals for implementing the requirement at your campus for its consideration and 

approval. We are enclosing the complete proposal approved by the Board earlier today. Please 

note that passing the literacy exam will be required of all new students entering undergraduate 

degree programs at PFW beginning the fall 2022 semester. 

We sincerely appreciate your recognition of the Board’s authority to directly act on this proposal 

as well as the corollary need for Board approval on any adapted or alternative selectives. While 

the Board has delegated certain responsibilities to the faculties of the University, including with 

respect to curricular matters, that delegation is not irrevocable, nor does it limit the Board’s 

statutory authority and responsibility assigned to it by Indiana law (I.C. 21-41-2-1).1 While the 

Board has not customarily exercised authority to act directly under this statute, because of the 

importance it is placing on this particular proposal, including the desire to see Purdue students 

benefit from the new requirement as soon as possible, it has chosen to do so in this instance.  

                                                 
1 IC 21-41-2-1 gives the trustees the direct authority “to prescribe the curricula and courses of study offered by the 

institution and [to] define the standards of proficiency and satisfaction within the curricula and courses 

established…” 
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Again, we thank you for reaching out with your concerns and perspectives.  We will look forward 

to working with you and the faculty at PFW as you as you work toward implementation of this 

requirement over the coming year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

JoAnn Brouillette 

Chair, Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

Purdue University Board of Trustees 

Jay T. Akridge 

Provost and Executive Vice President 

for Academic Affairs and Diversity 

 

Enclosure: Approved Civics Literacy Proposal 
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