
To: Trustee JoAnn Brouillette, Chair of the Academic and Student Affairs Committee of the
Board of Trustees

From: American Association of University Professors - Purdue system chapters
Executive Committee, Purdue-West Lafayette
Executive Committee, Purdue-Fort Wayne
Purdue-Northwest chapter

RE: The Board’s published intent to adopt a civics literacy graduation requirement at its June
2021 meeting

Date: June 9, 2021

Dear Trustee Brouillette,

From your last letter, we understand your main argument to be that the Board has a
responsibility to bring about this civics literacy graduation requirement with no further delay.

However, your letter also states that “when it comes to the question of how to implement this
decision, we have looked, and will continue to look, to our talented faculty for their input, advice,
and expertise on how best to deliver on this initiative.” The Faculty at Purdue Northwest, Fort
Wayne, and IUPUI were not consulted on the proposal, nor do they or their students
appear to have been included in any data collected and analysed by the working group.
When the working group proposal was presented at the Senate as SD 19-17 in March/April
2020, the working group framed its work as a West Lafayette proposal only. Indeed the second
sentence of the report which describes its charge reads: “Establish a graduation requirement for
civics literacy for the baccalaureate degree for the Purdue West Lafayette campus.” It was only
when the Board’s agenda was posted Monday June 7 that it became clear the Board intended
this to be a system-wide proposal.

Engaging with the University Senate is inadequate for the Board to claim appropriate Faculty
involvement when changes apply to the Purdue system. For example, Purdue-Fort Wayne has
its own constitution (available here, last amended 3/23/2020) that says in Article IV, Part A their
“Voting Faculty" specifically “shall possess and exercise, collectively, the power and
responsibility: […] 4. To review and approve […] b. the general requirements for the curricula
leading toward academic degrees or certificates.” They then state in part B: "Subject to the right
of review by the Faculty through its governing body and the limitations which have been
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established to protect the interests of Purdue University, the power to review and approve
academic degrees, to develop curriculum, instructional and examination procedures and
undergraduate degree requirements, and to nominate candidates for these degrees is
delegated to the school and division faculties, and the power to develop course content and new
courses is delegated to the academic departments.” They then state in VII: "The Faculty shall
govern itself through the Senate, which shall exercise the powers and responsibilities of the
Voting Faculty.”  “The Senate” is defined in Article I part B as the Fort Wayne Senate. So in
these matters, the University Senate does not speak for Fort Wayne Faculty.

Furthermore, in Article VIII, Section 1 of the Board of Trustees’ bylaws state that the Board
cannot confer degrees unless they have the "recommendation of the President of the University
and the Faculty" (our emphasis) that certain "prescribed courses" have led to an "appropriate"
credential upon graduation. The Faculty are represented by their relevant Senates.

The Faculty are responsible for research and teaching. The Faculty have had the responsibility
for directly educating the students since the founding of Purdue University, including about civics
literacy. The Board should only direct, and to do so without being in partnership with the Faculty
threatens the foundation of Purdue and all its campuses as a globally-respected educational
institution.

With our faculty colleagues across the Purdue system, we insist that there is a critical difference
between consulting with select faculty members under the pretense of a voluntary civics literacy
requirement, and a meaningfully inclusive, deliberative, and democratic approach that involves
a Senate vote and honors its outcome. Such an approach is necessary to guarantee the long
term viability, success, and integrity of changes to graduation and curricular requirements at
Purdue and all its campuses, as well as demonstrating the Board’s own civic literacy on
academic governance.

Faculty across the Purdue campuses will be watching the Board meeting on Friday to see how
you represent Faculty members’ perspectives on this critical issue, with what data..

It could be no better example of civics literacy to show that the Board can work with Faculty
Senates to come up with meaningful solutions to a problem.  Alternatively, the Board could
continue to precipitate its own constitutional crisis.

Sincerely,
Executive Committee of the Purdue (West Lafayette) chapter of the American Association of
University Professors

Alice Pawley, president, and associate professor, School of Engineering Education
Yvonne Pitts, vice-president, and associate professor, Department of History
Stephanie Masta, secretary/treasurer and assistant professor, Department of Curriculum
& Instruction
Michael McNamara, Member-at-large, and associate professor, Department of Visual
and Performing Arts
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Maria Mears, Member-at-large, and graduate student, American Studies Program.

Executive Committee of the Purdue-Fort Wayne chapter of the American Association of
University Professors

Noor O’Neill Borbieva, President, Professor of Anthropology, Department of
Anthropology/Sociology
Stephen Buttes, Vice President, Associate Professor of Spanish, Department of
International Languages and Cultures
Steve Carr, Secretary, Professor of Communication, Department of Communications
David Schuster, Treasurer, Associate Professor of History, Department of History

Purdue-Northwest chapter of the American Association of University Professors
David Detmer, President, Professor of Philosophy Coordinator.
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