
 
 
  

 

Via Electronic Mail 

   

May 21, 2021 

 

 

 

Members of the Executive Committee  

American Association of University Professors—Purdue Chapter 

West Lafayette, Indiana  47907 

 

 Re:  Civics literacy and your memo dated May 19, 2021  

 

Dear Professors Pawley, Pitts, Masta, and McNamara and Ms. Mears: 

 

Thank you for your memo of May 19th.  I appreciate your recognition of the Board's authority in 

the matter in question.  Please rest assured my fellow trustees and I are also aware of the duties 

entrusted to us by Indiana law.  Those include, of course, the authority to "prescribe curricula and 

courses of study offered by [Purdue] and define the standards of proficiency and satisfaction within 

the curricula and courses established by [Purdue]."1   

 

As a corollary to the authority issue you clearly recognize, this statute reflects the Board's ultimate 

responsibility to decide "what" the requirements should be for a Purdue degree.  In this case, after 

a lengthy period of deliberation and debate, the Board has elected to exercise that responsibility 

directly.  And yet, when it comes to the question of "how" to implement this decision, we have 

looked, and will continue to look, to our talented faculty for their input, advice and expertise on 

how best to deliver on this initiative—one we believe is so vital to our institution and our graduates 

at this time in history. 

 

It has been two and a half years since President Daniels first proposed the civics literacy 

requirement.  Since then, we have solicited and received considerable input from faculty, students 

and staff.  We have conducted this collaborative process with great cooperation and tremendous 

assistance from the past two chairs of the University Senate, Professor Cheryl Cooky and Professor 

Deb Nichols.  And we are extremely grateful for having gone through such a rocess; thanks to the 

faculty contributions that shaped and refined it, we now have a much better program before us than 

the one initially proposed in early 2019.   

 

                                                 
1 IC 21-41-2-1.  In this connection, it should be noted that the Board of Trustees does not derive its authority from 

the so-called "University Code."  Far from being a source of independent authority, that “code” is an antiquated 

internal compilation of various sources related to Purdue governance, including state statutes, our bylaws, the Board 

of Trustees’ delegations to the President and other officers, and (later) the bylaws and constitutions of the University 

Senate and regional campus senates.  Originally "codified" in 1928, it resulted from a proposal by President Edward 

Elliott to compile these sources into a single, centrally-maintained collection that might serve as a helpful reference 

resource for campus stakeholders.  The original source of the language you cite from the "University Code" is actually 

a 1964 resolution of the Board of Trustees.   
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While I certainly respect your request, I believe no purpose would be served by meeting to debate 

this matter further or to bring the trustees' attention to collaborative principles we already fully 

recognize—and indeed have observed in this case.  The Board of Trustees strongly believes that 

now, more than ever, we must do all we can to ensure our students leave Purdue as informed 

citizens.  We will be making this call in the exercise of our responsibility.   

I thank you again for your thoughtful memo. 

Sincerely, 

JoAnn Brouillette 

Chair, Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

Purdue University Board of Trustees 

cc:  Mitchel E. Daniels, Jr., President 

Jay Akridge, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Diversity 

Michael R. Berghoff, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Gary J. Lehman, Vice Chair, Board of Trustees  


